Intra-arterial blood pressure monitoring in the neonate.
The advent of intra-arterial pressure monitoring has had a significant impact on the nursing care given in the neonatal intensive care unit. The nurse working in these units must become technically competent in monitoring techniques as well as clinically acute to physiologic measurements and their significance. These skills can be incorporated into planning and providing effective, individualized patient care. Continuous intra-arterial pressure monitoring is an invaluable clinical tool when caring for critically ill neonates. With care, an intra-arterial monitoring system can be easily prepared. This procedure requires minimal nursing time for care and maintenance and is a very safe procedure if appropriate nursing precautions are followed.